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HOLY WEEK SERVICES & EVENTS 

Thursday April 1, Maundy Thursday Service 7:30 pm 

Friday April 2, Good Friday Ecumenical Service at 
Genoa City, WI Methodist Church 12:00 pm 

Good Friday Service at Grace, 7:30 pm 

Saturday April 3, Easter Vigil 11:30 PM 

Sunday April 4, EASTER CELEBRATION  

Services at 8 am and 9:30 am 

Breakfast Buffet 7:30-9:30, Coffee & Sweets til 11:00 

Message of Grace 
Blessings to you and your family. 
Drop your family celebration items 
or comments in the basket 
outside the office or email 
office@gracelutheran1.org. 
Forms are also available on our 
website! 

 

From Pastor Rob 
A NEW THING! The voice of Isaiah calls out to God‟s 
people reminding us that the world, the church and our lives 
all belong to the Creator, Father God who wants nothing 

more than to be in relationship with his children.   

Easter is the Queen of Festivals in the Church and it is this because without the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, the Christ, there would be no way made to allow us to be united with the 
Father in a relationship of peace, joy and creativity. The celebration of the Way-Maker God and 
God‟s Messiah is an invitation to come home and live in the nurturing embrace of the Holy Family, 
the family of God. 

This year we are celebrating the Vigil of Easter with the story of Salvation, thanksgiving for 
Baptism and a welcoming of the Son into a living presence with us. Worship will begin at 11:30pm 
with our entry into the darkness of the Lord‟s death and proceed to the joyous welcoming of the 
Risen Christ around the Sacrament of the Altar. If you haven‟t participated in the rite of transition, 
consider being a part of the Vigil congregation. 

The vigil has special significance for Grace this year. This Easter Vigil is an opportunity to act out 
the real “new thing” that God is bringing to us. The Transition Process has identified the mission 
God has for this part of Christ‟s body and the Call Committee is doing its work as a partner in 
discerning the prophet, pastor, companion in ministry that God has chosen to accompany Grace 
into the next “new thing” that the Trinity will accomplish here. 

Come home to the family table this 
Easter season. Celebrate the Springtime 
of Resurrection and open your heart and 
spirit to perceive the flowering of God‟s 
“New Thing” being brought to light in the 
Light of the World. 

Blessings to Grace as we participate in 

God‟s “Way making” activity among us. 

  

Special Services in Observation of Lent 

Wednesdays of Lent: Carry in Supper at 6:30pm 
Bring a casserole, pot of soup, salad or bread to 
share. We will forego dessert as a partial fast in 

preparation for the celebration of  
Resurrection richness. 

Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:30pm 

mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
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From the Outreach Team 

WE ARE THE CHURCH – DON'T FORGET TO BRING YOUR CARDS BACK! 

Many of you have seen the wonderful church created by Carolyn Bolman that is located in the 
Narthex. The church is a 3D representation of our church family at Grace Lutheran Church of 
Richmond and what we are about, and we need YOU to complete it. We are asking each family 
to take an index card from the Welcome Center in the Narthex and attach a family photo to 
it. Please label the photo with the names of your family members and fill in something 
special about your family. It could be your family's favorite Bible verse, your motto, a description 
of what being a Christian means to your family, or a list of the various groups or ministries you 
belong to at Grace. Then, bring your card back to church with you the next week and affix it to the 
walls of our church. If you are unable to attend to this task yourself, but would still like to be 
represented, please call the church office at 815-678-3082 and leave a message there for Carolyn 
Bolman containing the requested information. We will try to locate a photo of you to affix to your 
card.  

****************************************** 

Outreach Cafe will be open for breakfast the fourth Sunday of each month in Luther Hall from 
8:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. We hope you will stop by and have a bite to eat and enjoy some friendly 
conversation. All proceeds will support our ministries. 

Contact: Tina Peterson, tinap59@hotmail.com or at 815-678-4335 

 

From the Youth Ministry Team 

RINGS (Redeemer Intertwined with Nativity, Grace, and St. John‟s)  

Service trip 2010: St. Paul, MN, here we come! We’ll leave on Sunday, August 1, and we’ll 
return on Friday, August 6. Some of our service will include working at a hunger kitchen, packing 
meals to be sent around the world, working at a food bank, and packaging medical supplies for 
developing countries. There‟s a $50 deposit if you want to go, and we‟re working to raise the other 
$200 per person. Let us know a.s.a.p. if you‟re coming! 
 
Sunday, April 11 Bring all the info on how to ship the books, how many we have, etc. We‟ll also 

have a Bible study on what Jesus says about conflict, St. John‟s, 5 to 7:30pm.  
Sunday, April 25 Let‟s ship those children‟s books down to New Orleans! Meet at Redeemer, 

5pm to 7:30pm, with all your books, boxes, etc., and we‟ll get those babies 
down to where they belong! 

Saturday, May 2 Highway clean-up! Meet at St. John‟s at 4pm, walk Rt. 47, and then dinner. 

RINGS contacts: Pastor Sarah (815-236-5087) or Pastor Tom (815-236-9411) 

Contact: Carol Jean Steadman, kate@stans.com or call 815-338-0490 or Alyssa 
Steadman at misslyss_10@yahoo.com 

mailto:tinap59@hotmail.com
mailto:kate@stans.com
mailto:misslyss_10@yahoo.com
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Want to Help with the PADS SUMMER Program? 

April 1
st
 is the last regular PADS meal Grace will be furnishing for the year – thanks to everyone 

who pitched in with food and time serving, checking guests in and staying overnight. While our 
homeless guests may be able to find a place to sleep in the warmer months, they still have to eat! 
Curt and Sue Kubic are continuing what they started last year – supplying several meals a month 
during the summer. Look for more information next month here and in the Sunday bulletins. 

Contact Curt Bjorklund at 815-675-2765, chbjorklund@hotmail.com 

 

The Prayer / Flowering cross 

Many prayers have been nailed to the cross in the sanctuary. On Good Friday they 
will be removed and placed in a basket at the foot of the cross. The prayers will 
remain at the foot of the cross until Easter Sunday, when they will be included in 
the offering. On Easter Sunday, you are encouraged to pick up flowers on 
your way into church and add them to the cross, turning the bare cross of 
death into a Flowering cross of resurrection bearing witness to Jesus rising 
from the dead and to our salvation in him. 

 

Garden Club Small Group 

Spring is here and soon our church gardens will be waking up. We 
are again looking for helpers who are willing to weed, apply mulch, 
or water plants in the existing landscaped areas. It is a great 
opportunity for families, individuals or other groups to "Adopt-A-
Garden" and have fun beautifying our property and providing a 
community service.  

Additional areas of special interest this year: 

We could use 2 weatherproof planters outside the north door. Someone could plant colorful, 
hardy, low maintenance annuals in these planters and the planters outside the south entrance. 
These plants will also have to be watered consistently.  

All of the areas could use fresh mulch to help keep the weeds down, maintain moisture and create 
a uniform look for our gardens. Ideas and helpers are needed to rejuvenate the garden on the 
west side of 6000 Broadway entrance doors. This area is big and can be divided up into smaller 
areas for a team of gardeners. A signup sheet will be in the Narthex starting Easter Sunday. 

If you are interested in adopting a garden or have any questions about the program, please see 
Linda Ketelsen at church or email her at rlketelsen@charter.net.  

Contact: Linda Ketelsen at 815-307-8052 

mailto:chbjorklund@hotmail.com
mailto:rlketelsen@charter.net


Message of Grace April 2010 

 
4 

News from Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

We are continuing to work on the Project Linus blankets and the Prayer Shawls. If you have the 
gift for crocheting or working on the blankets sewing, knotting or tying please contact either Carol 
Heuer or Marie Pickering for further details. The beautiful new altar cloth purchased by W.E.L.C.A. 
will be used for our Easter Service on Sunday, April 4

th
. 

We are requesting members to help with our „Kits for Haiti‟ The kits are due to be completed by 
September of this year and members of the congregation will be asked to donate one set of small 
items such as; a dark wash cloth, a dark hand towel, a metal nail file or nail clipper with file 
attachment (packaging removed), 6 band-aids preferably ½ to ¾” secured with a rubber band, a 4-
5 oz. bar of bath soap, an adult-size toothbrush in original packaging, and a sturdy comb (remove 
packaging). Boxes will be placed in the Narthex for collecting these items and the women will 
begin to put together the kits for shipment.  

Posters announcing our April 24
th

 salad luncheon should already be in place on both church 
doors. A sign-up sheet is available on the Welcome Counter in the Narthex for anyone wishing to 
attend this popular spring event. A small donation of $6.00 per person will be accepted at the 
door. We are looking for donations of salads and desserts. If you are able to donate one of these 
items, please let Carol Heuer know or one of the other ladies from W.E.L.C.A. Proceeds from our 
salad luncheon will go towards repairs needed around our church property.  

Our next meeting will be held at our church on Monday, April 5
th

 at 7:00pm hosted by Doris 
Rockenbach and Mildred Orsolini. We will finalize our plans for the salad luncheon and, hopefully, 
it will be as successful, if not better than our last one, (is that possible?) Also, we will discuss our 
Mother‟s Day tribute on Sunday, May 9

th
.  

If you have ideas, comments or suggestions pertaining to any of the above, please join us at our 
next meeting. We would love having you. Rides are always available. 

WELCA Contact: Carol Heuer at 815-678-7516 

Lutheran Engaged Encounter Retreat April 30 - May 2 

Are you engaged to be married in the next year? Do you know someone who is, perhaps a son or 
daughter, niece, grandchild? Lutheran Engaged Encounter of Northern Illinois will be holding a 
weekend retreat Friday April 30 through Sunday May 2

nd
 at Bishop Lane Retreat Center near 

Rockford, IL. Brochures are available in the literature rack in the Narthex or email 
nilee@msn.com. 

From the brochure: The weekend provides insight, wisdom and personal tools to enhance your 
relationship now and throughout your life. It is designed to give couples planning marriage the 
opportunity to talk honestly and intensively about their future life together, their strengths and 
weaknesses, desires, goals and roles.  

A Wedding is a Day… A Marriage is a Lifetime. What if you spent as much time and energy 
planning your marriage as you did planning your wedding day? 

Contact: Curt or Chris Bjorklund at 815-675-2765 
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From Pr. Jeff Clements' Blog on the NISynod Website 

I coordinate the call process for the Northern Illinois Synod. It scares me to even say those 
words. It is a huge task. However, I have the help of our bishop, Sandy (full-time assistant to the 
bishop), Kurt (our Director of Evangelical Mission) and our six part-time conference assistants to 
the bishop. We all work together in assisting the call committees of congregations as they seek 
new pastors or other rostered leaders. 

I am always asked how pastoral candidates for a particular congregation are identified. There are 
four ways. First, we are aware of pastors from within our synod who are interested in serving a 
new parish. Second, thanks to a new system implemented last year, we also have access to the 
Rostered Leader Profiles (RLP) of any pastor in the ELCA who has expressed a desire to serve in 
our synod or region. In fact, we can access the RLP for any pastor who is seeking a call, so if we 
are looking for a particular skill set, we can engage in a church-wide search. Third, a congregation 
is free to raise names. Those names are submitted to me and then we follow a prescribed 
protocol. And finally, again because of the new system, pastors are able to search for open 
parishes and contact me for more information. 

In our synod, we are very grateful for the work of our interim pastors. They are able to sustain 
ministry and offer experienced leadership for congregations in transition. 

Every congregation of our synod is valued for what it is and who its people are. We work with each 
congregation to best fulfill its needs. Sometimes the call process is long. Sometimes it is 
frustrating. But, in every congregation, we trust the Holy Spirit and the people of God to call 
the pastor who will lead faithfully, creatively, and lovingly. Read Pastor Clements' entire Blog 
and other blog entries at http://niselca.blogspot.com/2010/02/call-process.html  

 

 

  

Come one, come all – to the 15th Annual 

Easter Breakfast Buffet 

Sunday, April 4, 7:30 – 11:00 am 

Baked ham ● made-to-order omelets ● biscuits & gravy ● pancakes ● waffles ● fruit ● pastries 

Full buffet will be available until 9:30 and then coffee and sweets until 11:00 so stop by after 
the 2

nd
 service, too! No charge but offerings will fund our P.A.D.S. ministry and benefit 

local food pantries as well as contribute to the driveway fund. Thrivent Financial will 
match a portion of the proceeds. 

Come and enjoy – bring your family, your guests, and your neighbors and help us celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Lord. Holy Communion services at 8:00 and 9:30. 

HELP WANTED: We couldn't do this without all the help we get with set-up, clean-up, cooking, 
serving and food donations, especially from Thrivent Members to qualify for matching funds!  

See Curt or Chris Bjorklund 815-675-2765 

http://niselca.blogspot.com/2010/02/call-process.html
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April 2010 
SUN  MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 Growing in Faith:  Read ELCA's 
Bishop Hanson Easter Message: 
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-
Three-Expressions/Churchwide-
Organization/Communication-
Services/News/Releases.aspx?a=4485.  

Read Pr Jeff Clements blog about Interim 
Ministry and the Call Process (He is the Call 
coordinator for NIS): 
http://niselca.blogspot.com/2010/02/call-
process.html 

1 
11:15 am  
Young at Heart  
 
PADS-St Joseph 
 
7:30 pm  
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

2 
12 pm Good 
Friday 
Ecumenical 
Svc Methodist 
Church, Genoa 
City, WI 
 
7:30 pm Good 
Friday service 

3 
10-1 Prep 
for Easter 
Breakfast 

 
11:30 pm  
Easter Vigil 

4 EASTER 
8:00 am Holy 
Communion Service 
NO Firelight  
9:30 am Holy 
Communion Service 

Breakfast  7:30-11 

5 
7:00 pm  
WELCA  

6 
7:00  pm  
Church 
Council 
Meeting 

7 
5:30 pm   

ALPHA 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
8:00 am Holy 
Communion Service 
9:15 am  Firelight  
9:30 am Holy 
Communion Service 

10:45 am Adult 
Bible Study 

12 
 

13 
9:30 am  
MCC Art 
Class 

14 
5:30 pm   
ALPHA 
 
7:00 pm  
People of 
Praise 

15 
Newsletter 
article deadline 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Same as above 

 

19 
 
 

20 
9:30 am  
MCC Art 
Class 

21 
ALPHA 
party 
7:00 pm  
People of 
Praise 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25  
Same as above 

OUTREACH CAFÉ 
8:30-11:00 

26 
 

27 
9:30 am  
MCC Art 
Class 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

 

http://niselca.blogspot.com/2010/02/call-process.html
http://niselca.blogspot.com/2010/02/call-process.html
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Bits and Pieces from The Church Mouse  

A thought came to mind the other day in one of my moments while looking out the 

doors and seeing signs of spring. The grass was starting to green up; shoots of 

flowers were popping their heads out of the ground bringing new life into our world 

both spiritually and physically. There is a saying that I have heard many times that 

goes somewhat like – "A home is only as strong as its foundation." Our church is our 

home away from home and it is only as strong as its people. Strength in our church's 

foundation comes not by supporting only one area, but support in all areas in order to stand firm and 

survive. My big ears are always listening for tidbits and somehow, some way a change in thinking seems 

to be blossoming, just like spring. Supporting the various projects, missions or commitments seems to be 

‘the right thing to do’ and is catching on in our church. One group cannot stand alone and be the strongest 

without the others being strong as well. Perhaps this is "A Sign of the Times" when we all must stand 

united as one to give our church a strong foundation. So, when you are asked to help as a volunteer or a 

supporter of a project - please say YES. We need you. Sorry, got carried away a bit 

##+++#@?@#&&**????.  

Anyway there is talk about various group meetings and, of course, Holy Week, the Easter breakfast, which 

is always spectacular and has lots of crumbs always left for you know who. Also, the Young at Heart 

senior group will be meeting at the church on Thursday, April 1
st

 at 11:15am. The menu will consist of 

Lasagna, green salad, bread and will be prepared by our own Cheryl Walls. Our program for the afternoon 

will feature Nancy Fike who is the Director of the McHenry County Historical Society located in Union, IL. 

Nancy will be explaining to us the Society and what future events they will have on their agenda. 

I have heard some people on our ‘prayer list’ no longer need to be listed. If this pertains to someone you 

have requested prayers for and who no longer needs to be on this list, please let the office or Marlene 

Rygielski know. Also, if you have moved, changed your address, phone number or email address, please 

let the office know this information as well so that the church records may be kept up-to-date. 

Praise Report: We praise God for all the people who volunteer in our youth programs, from 
Sunday School to ALPHA to RINGS. We heard the RINGS Dinner Theater was a great success! 

Do YOU have a praise report? Bring it to the church office or email office@gracelutheran1.org. 

Remembering – Prayers for our shut-ins are so important. If you know of someone or who 
needs a card, a note or a phone call, please do take a moment or two to let that person know 
how much they mean to you during a difficult time. 

As always, prayers for our Armed Forces men and women is ongoing. We are reminded daily of 
the sacrifices they make both at home and away on foreign soil so that we may continue to 
enjoy our freedom. May we never FORGET.  

Dates to remember:  

April 1 – Maundy Thursday service at 7:30 pm 

April 2 – Good Friday, Ecumenical Service at the Genoa City Methodist Church at noon 

Good Friday service at Grace at 7:30 pm 

April 4 – Easter Sunday – see the banner on page 1 for services and Breakfast information 

 

 

  

mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE APRIL 2010 

Position Apr 4 - 8:00 Apr 4 ς 9:30 Apr 11 ς 8:00 Apr 11 ς 9:30 
Lector:  Dave Nor Pat Petersen Marty Heynis Elise Livingston 

Assistant:  Nancy O'Connor Tom Weaver Dave Popenhagen Clark Atwater 

Computer: Ken Lapinski Linda Poehlein Phil Gianinni Katie Arizzi 

Acolytes 
Jackie LeJeune 
James LeJeune 

Jillian Townsend 
Alexia Haley 

Sarah Shenk 
Rachel Spencer 

Dana Cece 
Sarah Bassett 

Counters: Dennis & Edel Ervin Chris Bjorklund & TBD 

Position Apr 18 ς 8:00 Apr 18 ς 9:30 Apr 25 ς 8:00 Apr 25 ς 9:30 

Lector:  Pam Johnson Mark Greenleaf Dave Nor Tina Atwater 

Assistant:  Sue Dubs Dave Oelert Andy Mayer Kelly Steadman 

Computer: Denise Lemke Chris Bjorklund Marty Heynis Art Stoike 

Acolytes 
Taylor Woods 
Morgan McAndrews 

Michael Borst 
Chase Woods 

Jarod Lemke  
Cole Baker 

Steven Coutteau 
Will Marshall 

Counters: Ron & Sue Chandler Cheryl Darling and Sandy Messick 

Altar Guild for April: Carol Heuer, Doris Hinz, Marga Burbatt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Website: www.gracelutheran1.org. You'll find 

congregation news, special service times, contact 
information, links to the Daycare and more. Look up member 
photos, phone numbers and addresses. Password: martin 

Get on our email list to receive special service and event 

information. Send an email to office@gracelutheran1.org to 
let Sue know you want to be added to the list. 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Sunday Services and Classes 
ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Sunday Worship: Regular  
Services at 8 and 9:30 am 

Coffee & Fellowship: 9:00 am  
Firelight Sunday School: 9:15 am  

Adult Bible Study: 10:45 am  

http://www.gracelutheran1.org/
mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org

