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Message of Grace 
Blessings to you and your family. 
Drop your family celebration items 
or comments in the basket 
outside the office or email 
office@gracelutheran1.org. 
Forms are also available on our 
website! 

 

 

 

Remember… 

Often in the scriptures we are reminded to remember. We are to remember what God has done 
for his people. Remember the instructions of the master. Bring to remembrance the race that is set 
before us and the prize that awaits those who continue to be faithful. 

The Church calls us to remember those who have preceded us in the faith and to look to their 
example as a sign or guidepost for our discipleship. Since the inception of the LBW the celebration 
of the life and ministry of the saints has become of greater emphasis. Particularly during the 
Season after Pentecost, the Green season of growth, are we given the opportunity to reflect on 
the saints whose lives are instructive for our spiritual journey. 

This month, on the 15
th
 of August we honor Mary, Mother of Our Lord. It is taught that in the 

person of the Virgin Mary, the church has seen an image of itself, the representative of the 
community of the faithful, a model of what each Christian ought to be: prayerful, humble, joyfully 
submissive to the will and word of God, devoted to her son and loyal to him even when she did not 
understand him. The honor paid to her goes back to the earliest days of Christianity and because 
she is the mother of the Redeemer she is accounted preeminent among the saints. More is known 
about Mary than about most of the apostles.  

Early in the Christian era, the church honored her with the Greek title theotokos, meaning God-
bearer. The honor paid to Mary as theotokos and mother of our Lord goes back to biblical times, 
when Mary herself sang ―from now on all generations will call me blessed‖ (Luke 1:48). Mary‘s life 
revealed the presence of God incarnate, and it revealed God‘s presence among the humble and 
the poor. Mary‘s song, the Magnificat, speaks of reversals in the reign of God: the mighty are cast 
down, the lowly are lifted up, the hungry are fed, and the rich are sent away empty-handed.  

Let‘s gather together in worship on the 15
th
 and join the church in heaven and on earth celebrating 

the discipleship of Mary and receive, from the bounty of God‘s grace, the Sacrament of the Altar 
and the gift of a pie and ice-cream reception in honor of The Mother of Our Lord, following 
worship. Please be reminded to remember August 15, 2010—the day of Mary, Mother of Our 
Lord. 

Blessings,  

Pr. Rob  

Special Services in Observation of Lent 

Wednesdays of Lent: Carry in Supper at 6:30pm 
Bring a casserole, pot of soup, salad or bread to 
share. We will forego dessert as a partial fast in 

preparation for the celebration of  
Resurrection richness. 

Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:30pm 

mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
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From the Church Fellowship Team 

August 15th – Come for Our Pie and Ice Cream Social! 

On Sunday August 15th after our 9:00 worship service we will be 
having a pie and ice cream social. A free will offering will be taken 
to cover costs. All profits will be going to the building maintenance 
fund for our roof repair. Hope to see you there! 

Contact Sue Kubic at 815-678-4842 

 
From Jon Petersen, Haiti Mission News 

Thanks to those of you who donated goods for the container going to Haiti. The August Outreach 
Café was hosted by members of past Haiti teams and will use the money raised for the Haiti 
ministry and feeding program. Thanks for your generosity!  

Contact: Jon Petersen, jon.petersen@mchsi.com or 815-790-5934 

 

From the Youth Ministry Team – RINGS  

By Pr Sarah Wilson, RINGS Group Leader 

Service trip 2010: St. Paul, MN, here we come! Sunday, August 1 - Friday, August 6.  

Sunday, August 8: Re-cap of Service Trip during worship at St. John‘s, 9:30am 

Sunday, August 29: Planning meeting for Fall 2010, 5:00 to 7:30pm at St. John‘s. Bring your 
ideas for what you‘d like to do! If you can‘t come, give your ideas to Pastor Sarah 
(pastor@stjlutheran.com or 815-236-5087). Bring your work and school calendars so we schedule 
our events when you can come! 

ALL HIGH SCHOOL AGE STUDENTS are invited to join RINGS. Freshmen, you do not need to 
be confirmed to belong to RINGS. It is a group of high schoolers who want to meet other Christian 
high schoolers from Hebron, Woodstock and Wonder Lake in a fun atmosphere. You are invited to 
bring a friend, even if they do not belong to Grace. 

RINGS contacts: Pastor Sarah (815-236-5087) or Pastor Tom (815-236-9411) 

Go to www.gracelutheran1.org for more events information! 

Grace Contact: Carol Jean Steadman, kate@stans.com or call 815-338-0490 

mailto:jon.petersen@mchsi.com
mailto:pastor@stjlutheran.com
http://www.gracelutheran1.org/
mailto:kate@stans.com
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From the Outreach Team 

July 17th was a great day at the Habitat for Humanity build in Harvard!  

Tina Olson organized a good group of people 
to help work on Habitat House #18 on Sage 
Street, which will be home to the Jason and 
Katie Berger family, pictured at left. We 
were tasked with putting in the windows and 
doors, finishing sheathing the roof and 
installing the roof baffles and constructing 
"nets" to catch the blown in insulation so it 
doesn't blow out the eaves. Since Habitat is 
trying to earn energy star ratings on this 
house, we also had to caulk the joints where 
the wall and floor met as well as where the wall 
and ceiling met. 

Chris and Tina Olson, Dave and Debbie Oelert, Nancy Koepple, Tina Peterson, Jeremy Ritzert, 
Joseph Neal and his friend Nathan came on behalf of our church. A delicious and refreshing lunch 
was prepared and delivered by Carol Heuer and Ann Katzenberg on behalf of WELCA. 

Working with other Habitat volunteers, we were able to complete most of our assigned work. We 
were interested to learn that Thrivent for Lutherans has provided $100,000.00 in funding for this 
house and has also provided $100,000.00 in funding per house for several other houses in 
McHenry County in the past three years. This is the last year of Thrivent's $10,000,000.00 four 
year grant program to support Habitat for Humanity internationally. 

If you were unable to come but would still like to volunteer, you may contact the Habitat for 
Humanity office at 815-759-9002 to sign up for a date. You must be 18 to work on site (16 and 17 
year olds may work on site with the consent of a parent, but may not work on ladders or use 
power tools). Construction on the next house will begin right next door to this house in September 
of this year. 

Our 5k walk (and run) on September 12th will also support Habitat for Humanity as well as 
the Richmond Food Pantry. If you'd like to participate, the signup sheets will be in the Narthex 
beginning next week. You must have your registration in by August 31st if you want to be able to 
get a T-shirt. Registration fees are $25.00 per person, and if anyone would like to get additional 
donations they would be more than welcome. 

Pack a Sack Sunday donations were up slightly, but the need is still great. If you were unable to 
bring anything last Sunday, please consider bringing something this Sunday. Every little bit is a 
help, and giving during uncertain times is a statement of faith that can only strengthen us. I have 
noticed that sometimes those that can least afford to give are the ones who often give most 
generously, and to those people (you know who you are), you are great witnesses to the 
faithfulness of our God in meeting our needs. Thank you. 

Contact: Tina Peterson, tinap59@hotmail.com or at 815-678-4335 

mailto:tinap59@hotmail.com
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News from Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

Even though we are on our summer break until September, we are still doing God‘s work. 
Someone is making certain that the items collected for Haiti are made into individual kits. We will 
advise which items will be needed in order to finish making a complete kit. These kits will be taken 
by Carol Heuer and Sandy Messick to the DeKalb Annual Convention which is to be held on 
Saturday, September 18

th
. Work continues with regard to making our prayer shawls and tying of 

knots on the handmade quilts. Our next WELCA meeting will be held on Monday, September 13
th
, 

7:00pm at the church. More updates in our September newsletter. 

WELCA Contact: Carol Heuer at 815-678-7516 

 

Dates to Remember – 

August 1
st

, Sunday – Friendship Day, everyday should be ‗friendship day‘. 

August 15
th

, Sunday 10:00am Pie & Ice Cream Social 

August 22
nd

, Sunday 10-11:00am Outreach Café 

August 29
th

, Sunday 9:00am Service of Healing;  

10am open Thrivent meeting for all interested 

Please remember our shut-ins and those needing our prayers for healing, support and guidance. If 
you know of someone that could use a phone call, a card or a short visit, please take the time to 
bring a smile to a friend in need. This could be you someday. 

An article just came to my attention about the temperatures in Iraq at this time. Can you believe 
the average is 120 degrees? Picture our military in full gear including back packs. We here at 
home can always duck into a cool place to find refuge. The only refuge our men and women have 
is our thoughts and prayers for their well being and for their safe return to their families and loved 
ones.  

A big ‘thank you’ to all who keep our roadways clear of debris. Our local roads have individuals 
or company sponsors who clean up the roadways in our area. Travelers from near and far have 
commented on how clean our roadways are. Thanks to all of you, some are even from our church 
family. You do a great job and service to the community.  

Laugh a little every day 

There's always a lot to be thankful for if you take the time to look for it.  

Continue the love, support and prayers for our church and family 

(That means Laugh Out Loud!) 
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 Bits and Pieces from The Church Mouse  

The ‘Mighty Church Mouse’ is still somewhere, someplace away, and hopefully enjoying the 

warmer weather. All winter we heard moans and groans about the cold weather, shivers and 

goose bumps so this weather should just fit the bill. Overheard by a helper, the menu for the 

Young at Heart Senior meeting which will be held at the church on Thursday, August 5
th

 at 

11:15am will feature brats and sauerkraut, barbecue, potato salad and baked beans. Cheryl Walls 

has been requested to prepare our luncheon. There will not be a program this month, but card and 

board games will be played and each table will have a winner.  

Praise Report: The Adopt-A-Garden group would like to thank BRETT KRAUSE for donating two 
rain barrels to church. The barrels will be very helpful in keeping our gardens watered during the 
hot dry summer months. By the way, Brett sells these rain barrels. If you are interested in 
acquiring one, give Brett a call!  

Curt & Chris Bjorklund thank the Lord for daughter Amy's birthday 8/1 (she's 28) and Curt's 
birthday 8/16 (he's not telling).  

Do YOU have a praise report? Bring it to the church office or email office@gracelutheran1.org. 

Reminder of ‘Things to Do’ over the summer for your church – 

Best time in summer to collect the pull tabs from cans, save in a baggie and bring to church for 
collection. 

Saving your Sentry Food receipts, have the green and white sticker put on each and bring to 
church and put into the collection box provided. Thrivent Lutheran will give us matching funds on 
the total amount collected.  

Bring those Haiti items in for collection in the boxes provided. A listing of needed and accepted 
items is posted. These small-essential items will be put together and distributed in September  

Sign up for coffee service on a Sunday where no one has 
signed. Ask a friend to help you bring some goodies. We LOVE 
goodies.  

PADS has a sign up board on the Welcome Counter in the 
Narthex that needs a few more people to sign up to bring a 
requested food item for the summer program. 

If you are asked to help out, volunteer your services or are 
asked to contribute to a fund, please offer to help serve your 
church with a willing and loving heart.  

God bless America! 

  

mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
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Want to Help with the PADS SUMMER Program? 

Thanks to all the generous and faithful people who have furnished food for our Summer PADS 
program so far. We still have a couple of PADS meals we'll be furnishing this summer. A sign up 
for food items like hotdog buns, juice boxes, chips, lunchmeat is in the Narthex. If items can be 
frozen, please feel free to bring them in before the date requested.  

Contact Sue, 815-678-4842 or Curt Bjorklund, 815-675-2765, chbjorklund@hotmail.com  

August 2010 
SUN  MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1  
9:00 am Holy 
Communion Service 

2 
 

3 
7:00  pm  
Church 
Council 
Meeting 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
Same as above 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
4:30 PM 
Immunization 
Clinic 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Same as above 

10:00 Pie & 
Ice Cream 
Social 

16 
Newsletter 

article 

deadline 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Same as above 
Outreach Café 
10:00 -11:00  

23 

 

24 

 

25 26 27 28 

29 
9:00 am Holy 
Communion and  
Healing Service  
10:00 Thrivent 
Meeting  

30 

 

31 

 

Note that August has five Sundays, so that means 
we will have a Service of Healing during Worship 
on August 29th. Just come to the railing for a prayer. 
Many came forward last time. 

mailto:chbjorklund@hotmail.com
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Rally Day and Community Party Sep 12
th
 is Coming Soon! 

The date of our church picnic/Rally Day/community party is fast arriving and we need to begin 
planning in earnest. It is interesting to note that the Richmond Roundup Days have been 
cancelled this year and so, this would present a perfect opportunity for us to be a 
welcoming place for everyone and consider inviting the community at large. Outreach and 
Fellowship are spearheading the event but we need lots of volunteers and ideas. 

Contact Sue, 815-678-4842 or Tina Peterson, 815-678-4335, tinap59@hotmail.com 

Thrivent in a Nutshell 

Some years ago Lutheran Brotherhood and Aid Association for Lutherans (AAL) combined to form 
Thrivent. It is Fraternal and therefore it is 'people helping people'. Members can invest in life 
insurance, disability income insurance, long term care and annuities. Some profits, that otherwise 
would go for income tax, are directed back to churches, school, not-for-profit organizations, etc. 

Funds now come back to communities through "Care in Communities". Requests can be given to 
our Advocates, Carol Runyard or Carol Heuer, who will type them up and send them to our Board. 
The Board will decide if and how much will be given. Thrivent members from six households 
must work on the project, in order to receive funding. 

Voting by members has already taken place for "Thrivent Choice". A poster will be in the Narthex 
to show amounts and recipients. At this time members having only mutual funds will not be able to 
get 'Choice dollars', to give back to congregations, pre-schools, colleges, etc. If you have other 
insurance items listed previously, you will be notified how much you can direct and you can divide 
it to go to more than one recipient. 

Voting will start this summer and we will try to answer any questions, or direct you to who can. 
Also, you can ask our Richmond Representative Brian Luedke at 815-307-8429. 

As a board member for "Care in Communities", finishing four years (term limit) as Records 
Director, I would encourage any interested Thrivent member to become involved. As a bonus, you 
can direct $25 to your choice. 

Please see me for details. We are having a meeting right after the service on August 29th, to 
explain how we can receive funds, etc. NO Sales pitch, only info. 

Contact Carol Heuer at 815-678-7516 

 

How is the Call Committee Doing? 

On July 18
th
 Jon Petersen, congregation president, and Pastor Kinnear, gave a brief synopsis of 

what's been happening in our search for a permanent pastor for Grace Lutheran. They had been 
working with two candidates but both 'fell through' and so the Call Committee is praying and 
considering next steps. Pastor said that even if we don't hear anything, know that the committee is 
doing its job. We ask that you hold them up in prayer for patience and perseverance as they 
continue to juggle schedules and other responsibilities on our behalf.  

  



Message of Grace August 2010 

 
8 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE AUGUST 2010 

Position August 1 - 9:00 August 8 - 9:00 August 15 - 9:00 

Lector:  Mark Greenleaf Marty Heynis Tina Atwater 

Assistant:  Dave Popenhagen Clark Atwater TBD 

Computer
: 

Phil Giannini Katie Arizzi Denise Lemke 

Counters: Don & Colleen Vineyard Dennis & Edel Ervin Chris Bjorklund & Deb Oelert 

Acolytes: 
Michael Borst 
Chase Woods 

Jillian Townsend 
Alexis Haley 

Eric Krause 
Sam Spyra 

Position August 22 ς 9:00 August 29 ς 9:00 Altar Guild 

Lector:  Kim Bokan Dave Nor Andy and Pay Mayer,  
Doris Hinz, Edel Ervin 

Assistant:  Dave Oelert Andy Mayer 

Computer
: 

Chris Bjorklund Marty Heynis 

Counters: Ron & Sue Chandler Cheryl Darling & Sandy Messick 

Acolytes: 
Jarod Lemke 
Cole Bayer 

Morgan McAndrews 
Taylor Woods 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Website: www.gracelutheran1.org. You'll find 

congregation news, special service times, contact 
information, links to the Daycare and more. Look up member 
photos, phone numbers and addresses.  

Get on our email list to receive special service and event 

information. Send an email to office@gracelutheran1.org to 
let Sue know you want to be added to the list. 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Sunday Services 
ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Sunday Worship Summer Schedule  
Service at 9:00  am 

Sunday School is in recess until Sept. 
Coffee & Fellowship: 10:00 am 

http://www.gracelutheran1.org/
mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org

