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Message of Grace 
Blessings to you and your family. 
Drop your family celebration items 
or comments in the basket 
outside the office or email 
office@gracelutheran1.org. 
Forms are also available on our 
website! 

 

 

 

Just a note for your consideration 

We have seen both the beauty and the beast of nature as we officially enter Summer. In each 
instance, it is easy to forget that behind the wonder of our world there is a caring Creator who has 
been, promises to be, and will always act as the way-maker for the creatures that God loves. 

This coming Sunday we will hear the words of the Psalmist in Chapter 16 of that beautiful hymn-
book. In reading what is written one can hear or discern that for the writer, God is the center, the 
one, the all and all of life. It would be wonderful if we could find ourselves, like the author, in that 
place of surety. Sometimes we do, but often we do not. It has been suggested that God trumps 
our iPhone, our stomach, our caffeine headache, our mortgage, that Facebook posting and the cat 
(dog, fish, hamster, etc.). All of it. 

When you give yourself a quiet moment, in beauty of creation, consider joining me in reading and 
reflecting on the words of Psalm 16. In particular, verses 4-11. How would our life look with the 
outlook portrayed in the following words? 

4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their drink offerings of blood I will 
not pour out or take their names upon my lips.  
5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.  
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage.  
7 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.  
8 I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.  
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.  
10 For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit.  
11 You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore. 

I believe we can only know as we walk toward that kind of dedication. In the beauty of this season, 
let’s give it a try. The one who promises patiently waits to keep the promise that is made. 

Blessings, 

Pr. Rob  

Special Services in Observation of Lent 

Wednesdays of Lent: Carry in Supper at 6:30pm 
Bring a casserole, pot of soup, salad or bread to 
share. We will forego dessert as a partial fast in 

preparation for the celebration of  
Resurrection richness. 

Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:30pm 

Visit our Website: www.gracelutheran1.org Click on 
Member Directory to look up member photos, phone 
numbers and addresses. Password: martin  

Get on our email list. Send an email to 
office@gracelutheran1.org to let Sue know you want to be 
added to the list. 

mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
http://www.gracelutheran1.org/
mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
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From Jon Petersen, Haiti Mission News 

It was a pleasure for Grace Lutheran Church to host Gladys Mongo as our guest speaker recently. 
Gladys is a missionary that we sponsor in Haiti as part of our Haiti ministry. She is instrumental 
with our work providing food and medical needs for the children of Plen Matin. Several people 
have asked how they could help with this ministry. There are several items that we are collecting 
to send on a container leaving July 15

th
. Below are just a few of the items needed. A complete list 

will be posted on the website and in the Narthex. Please get your donations in as soon as possible 
so they make it in the shipment. 

Vitamins (no gummy vitamins) – children’s/prenatal/iron/adult ● Toothbrushes/ tooth paste / 
fluoride ● Anti fungal creams ● Tylenol (325 mg) ● Aspirin (81 mg) ● Tums/Rolaids Air compressor 
● Wire cutters ● Air compressor ● Wire cutters ● Paint brushes/rollers ● Industrial tool box ● 
Battery charger for car batteries ● Generator (4400 watt or bigger) electric start would be nice ● 
Industrial wheel barrels ● Picks (cement) ● Sledge hammer (cement) ● Shovels ● Roofing nails 
(3” & 4”) ● Liquid nails ● Tarps ● Paint brushes/rollers ● Industrial tool box ● Battery charger for 
car batteries ● Generator (4400 watt or bigger) electric start would be nice ● Industrial wheel 
barrels ● Picks (cement) ● Sledge hammer (cement) ● Shovels ● Roofing nails (3” & 4”) ● Liquid 
nails ● Tarps ● Extension cords (heavy duty) Utility cart ● Chalk line ● Rope (clothes line) ● 
Bungee cords ● Work gloves ● Gas cans (5 gallon) Folding table ● Folding chairs ● Bicycles- 
good condition 

If you can help with any of these items, please contact Jon Petersen. We are also looking for 
donations to pay for the shipping of the container to Haiti. So far, we have raised over half of the 
money needed but are still short. If you would like to help, please send a check to Grace marked 
“Haiti container fund”. On behalf of Gladys and the children of Plen Matin, Haiti, we thank you for 
all your prayers and support.  

Contact: Jon Petersen, jon.petersen@mchsi.com or 815-790-5934 

From the Youth Ministry Team – RINGS  

By Pr Sarah Wilson, RINGS Group Leader 

Sunday, July 11: Final parents' meeting for RINGS service trip. 5pm at St. John's. Bring a dish to 
pass so we can talk and eat! 

Sunday, July 25: Beach Party at Jean Hutchison's in Twin Lakes! (1922 Sunset Drive)! Bring your 
swimsuit and we’ll have a cookout. 2pm to 6pm. 

Service trip 2010: St. Paul, MN, here we come! Sunday, August 1 - Friday, August 6.  

Sunday, August 8 Re-cap of Service Trip during worship at St. John’s, 9:30am 

RINGS contacts: Pastor Sarah (815-236-5087) or Pastor Tom (815-236-9411) 

Go to www.gracelutheran1.org for more events information! 

Grace Contact: Carol Jean Steadman, kate@stans.com or call 815-338-0490  

mailto:jon.petersen@mchsi.com
http://www.gracelutheran1.org/
mailto:kate@stans.com
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From the Outreach Team 

Missionary Gladys Mungo visited us on June 13th and gave a presentation on the status of the 
earthquake recovery efforts in Haiti as well as a report on the progress of her children's care 

ministry (Haiti's Children 
http://haitischildren.org/ ). As you might 
imagine, the devastation there will take many 
years to overcome, but Gladys has had some 
real success in providing for the children of 
Haiti. Team leader Jon Petersen is planning a 
trip to Haiti in September to visit with our 
friends in Plen Matin and to evaluate the 
progress there. 

The Outreach Cafe raised $181.00 at the May 
meeting which was donated to the Summer PADS program. Due to the congregational meeting 
the fourth Sunday in June, the cafe will be running a limited menu. The Cafe will be open on July 
25th, and anybody from the Haiti team who would like to help their cause can pitch in and help 
run it with us that Sunday. Please feel free to bring pictures, tell stories of your adventures and 
otherwise promote your ministry. 

Summer is always a rough time for food pantry donations and this summer has been no 
exception. Only one bag of food was dropped off for Pack A Sack Sunday. Our next Pack a Sack 
Sunday will be July 18th, and any help you can give will be greatly appreciated! Kim Bokan will 
be posting signs on the door of the church the Sunday before to let us know what is most needed. 

Saturday, July 17th, is our church's turn to work on the Habitat for Humanity house in 
Harvard. We should be working on the roof, windows and doors on that date. If you would like to 
work side by side with a local family to help them build a simple, decent place to live for 
themselves and your family, please sign up with Tina Olson. The workday runs from 9:00 a.m. 
until 3:00 p.m. You must be 18 to work on the house. If you are younger than that (or just aren't 
able to work on the house) but would still like to help out, our church is asked to provide lunch for 
24 workers that day. The food should be something that won't spoil in a cooler, and it should be 
brought to the church by 8:00 a.m. on the 17th. 

If you have not turned in a card with your family's picture and bio, please see if you can do so 
soon. There will be more cards available to fill out on the welcome center. 

Anybody who'd like to join our church family please let Tina Peterson know. We hope to begin new 
member classes in mid-July. 

Lastly, don't forget that our church is planning an all day fun day on September 12th. If you have 
any good ideas for the food or entertainment, please see Sue Kubic or Tina Peterson. 

Contact: Tina Peterson, tinap59@hotmail.com or at 815-678-4335 

http://haitischildren.org/
mailto:tinap59@hotmail.com


Message of Grace July 2010 

 
4 

News from Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

The ladies of WELCA are on summer break for the months of July and August. They will still be 
pursuing the putting together of the Haiti Kits to be shipped to Haiti in September. A list of the 
items requested is on the Welcome Counter in the Narthex. If you prefer to put your own kit 
together, there is a box available in which to place your completed kit. Individual items are also 
very welcome. Yarn for the prayer shawls is still welcome and being collected as well as 
materials for the quilts and blankets the women work on all year. If you have any of these items 
available to donate, please see or call Carol Heuer at 815-678-7516 and she will direct you.  

Even though our meetings will begin again on Monday, September 13
th

, 7:00pm at the 
church, we remain busy and active in our mission to serve. Our September meeting will discuss 
our plans for the fall and Holiday Season. If you have any comments about WELCA and the work 
it does, please join us at one of our meetings and share your ideas with our group. If you need a 
ride to and from our church meetings, Carol Heuer will make sure that a ride will be provided.  

WELCA Contact: Carol Heuer at 815-678-7516 

Do you have a Food Handler's Certificate? 

We are in need of several people that would take on the responsibility of taking a food sanitation 
class and be present when functions are done at church throughout the year. The class is 15 
hours of classroom time and then a written exam given by the state of Illinois. The certificate 
holders would need to be present for the preparation, serving and storage of leftovers, if any and 
clean up. This duty could be shared by more than one person, but one would have to be present 
to supervise volunteers during the event. Class times and locations are being investigated. You 
can search online at "Illinois Food Service Sanitation Manager Certification" for more information. 
If interested or you already have a license and are willing to serve in this way, please call the 
church office at 815-678-3082. (Editor's Note: We found a program that can be completed online 
except for the final exam. If you have a good Internet connection, you could do this from home at 
your convenience.) 

Million Meals for Haiti on Their Way! 

Well, the Crystal Lake Salvation Army didn't quite make a million meals for Haiti, but they did get 
over 781,000 put together in just TWO DAYS! Marlene Rygielski, Curt and Chris Bjorklund went 
down to help a couple of weeks ago and had a great time. It was such a huge undertaking (as 
many as 4500 volunteers) but so well organized. There is more information and pictures on the 
website at http://www.3sihome.com/3ngine/sites/mcsalvationarmy/ but don't wait too long – they'll 
soon be on to the next big project of putting together hundreds of stocked backpacks for back-to-
school. They are once again looking for volunteers and also school supplies. Check it out at 
http://salarmycl.org/ and click Back to School. They furnished over 500 backpacks last year and 
look for a 15% increase this year. If your family could use some help with school supplies, give 
Judy Seredick a call at 815.455.2769 extension 18. Our local food pantries also help out each 
year with this important need.  

http://www.3sihome.com/3ngine/sites/mcsalvationarmy/
http://salarmycl.org/
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From the Church Properties Committee 

Over the past year your property committee, with the help of various members of the 
congregation, completed a number of projects that needed to be addressed before winter. We 
want to thank everyone that donated their time, materials and financial support to complete this 
work. However, there is still much more work to be accomplished. We, the congregation of Grace 
Lutheran, have the responsibility to maintain our church home, building and grounds, to insure we 
have a place to worship regularly and safely and to welcome guests and new members.  

The property committee has identified a number of other projects that we believe would be 
appropriate for members of the congregation to volunteer to work at on their own e.g. painting the 
meeting room, daycare railings, etc. A display board with these “Adopt a Project” projects is in the 
Narthex. We encourage you to sign up to adopt one of these projects with your friends or family.  

Your property committee is now focused on the other work required to address some long-needed 
repairs on our church home. We have developed potential material and labor cost estimates for 
the projects required to repair the building and grounds. We have prioritized these projects along 
with their potential costs and will present them at the June 27

th
 congregational meeting. The costs 

were derived by obtaining quotes from various sources. Once a decision is made to proceed with 
a specific project, competitive bids would be obtained to select the contractor or provider to be 
used. Not surprisingly, the parking lot repair/repaving is the major cost item and not appropriate for 
volunteer installation. Due to the anticipated high cost of this project we have identified the costs 
for various sections of the parking lot/driveway areas, so that we can look at the costs of doing the 
work over time in a phased approach.  

We want to make you aware of the repairs that need to be accomplished to maintain our church 
property in good repair. We recognize that the total costs we have identified are substantial. The 
required work will need to be spread out over time, in particular the parking lot/driveway repairs. 
We also need to recognize that many of the mechanical systems (heating/air conditioning units, 
water heater, etc.) are approaching the end of their useful life.  

We need to begin the funding process for this work, including current maintenance needs. We are 
asking not only for your financial support, but also any support with equipment, labor skills, and 
material that you may be able to provide. With God’s help and your commitment and support we 
can move forward with this work.  

Your Property Committee: Bob Ketelsen (Chair); Brett Krause; Chris Olson; Bob O’Connor; Rick 
Rzonca; Ron Steadman; Art Stoike 

Contact Bob Ketelsen at 815-307-8052 
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Want to Help with the PADS SUMMER Program? 

A sign up for food items like hotdog buns, juice boxes, chips, lunchmeat is in the Narthex. If items 
can be frozen, please feel free to bring them in before the date requested.  

Contact Sue, 815-678-4842 or Curt Bjorklund, 815-675-2765, chbjorklund@hotmail.com 

  

July 2010 
SUN  MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Rev. Gary Wollersheim was re-
elected as Bishop of the Northern 
Illinois Synod of the ELCA on June 
18. Read more at 
http://www.nisynod.org/assembl
y/2010/elections/bishop.html  

Dates to remember:  
July 4th – Independence 
Day 
July 27 – National Korean 
War Veterans/Armistice 
Day 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4  
9:00 am Holy 
Communion Service 

5 
 

6 
7:00  pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
Same as above 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Newsletter 
article 
deadline 

16 
 

17 
Habitat 
Workday 

18 
Same as above 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Same as above 
Outreach Café 
8:30-11:00  

26 

 

27 

 

28 29 30 31 

mailto:chbjorklund@hotmail.com
http://www.nisynod.org/assembly/2010/elections/bishop.html
http://www.nisynod.org/assembly/2010/elections/bishop.html
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Bits and Pieces from The Church Mouse  

The church mouse is not here. Guess he/she has made it safely to wherever. We do have 

some perky mouse ears that are listening for tidbits of information. Overheard was a lot of 

church news which I’m sure you will hear about by members who are handling this news. The 

mouse only deals in tidbits. One bit of information is that the Young at Heart senior group that 

meets at Grace Lutheran will not be holding a meeting in July. The program for the August 

meeting is still pending but the first Thursday of the month at 11:15am remains the 

same. More information will be available in July. Try to keep posted on anything to do with food – guess you know why? 

Praise Report: Praise the Lord as Curt & Chris Bjorklund celebrate 35 years of marriage on 
July 5

th
. Their daughter Amy and husband Josh also celebrate 5 years of marriage on July 1.  

Thanks and Blessingsé 

Chuck Simmerman has stepped down from his years of volunteer work as our Lead Coordinator 
for Thrivent. We are thankful for all the funds he has helped us obtain for our church and our 
Outreach Ministries. Carol Runyard and Carol Heuer will be the new Advocates (Thrivent has 
changed the name and job description for our church). Carol H. and Carol R. may still rely on 
Chuck for his expertise in issues relating to Thrivent. 

To all members who serve our church by volunteering their services. This includes our choir, our 
Altar committee, Sunday School Teachers and Helpers, Rings (Youth Group), Bible Study, 
Newsletter Personnel, Lay Ministry, Ushers, Coffee Service, Pads, Habitat for Humanity, our 
Café, Audio and Visual Personnel, Council and Committee Members, etc., etc., the list goes on. 

A big thank you to Jan Heynis and Doris Hinz who diligently provide seasonal flowers in our 
sanctuary and narthex. They do a great job making our church home look festive during the 
seasons.  

Marlene Rygielski who handles our prayer concerns making sure each receives a card from 
Grace and having their name placed on the prayer list. Also, for her collection and distribution of 
the pull tabs she collects from cans and turns them in for dollars which are donated to the 
Ronald McDonald House facility which houses families of ill children during some very difficult 
times. 

For the food pantry and the on-going collections of food and staples which are distributed to 
needy families in the area. 

To PADS for their providing meals to those less fortunate. 

Wonder how some of the jobs get done? We have many silent angels who are always working 
in and around our church home going about their work quietly. Thank you all and God Bless 
You. 

Do YOU have a praise report? Bring it to the church office or email office@gracelutheran1.org. 

Remember our shut-ins and those needing our prayers for comfort and healing during some 
difficult times. Your calls, cards or visits can do wonders. 

Keep our armed forces men and women and their families in our prayers and our thoughts. 
They give and continue to give so that we may enjoy all the blessings we have and the freedom 
we hold so dear. God bless America! 

  

mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE JULY 2010 

Position July 4 - 9:00 July 11 - 9:00 July 18 - 9:00 

Lector:  Tina Peterson Pat Petersen Dave Nor 

Assistant:  Andy Mayer Kelly Steadman Nancy O'Connor 

Computer
: 

Marty Heynis Art Stoike Ken Lapinski 

Counters: Chris Bjorklund Ron and Sue Chandler Cheryl Darling & Sandy Messick 

Acolytes: 
Jarod Lemke 
Cole Bayer 

Bryce Wagner 
James LeJeune 

Steven Coutteau 
Will Marshall 

Position July 25 ς 9:00 Altar Guild 

Lector:  Elise Livingston Jean Schenk, Tina Peterson and Bernie Schert 

Assistant:  Tom Weaver 

Computer
: 

Linda Poehlein 

Counters: Deb Oelert & Pat Petersen 

Acolytes: Dana Cecce & Sarah Bassett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Website: www.gracelutheran1.org. You'll find 

congregation news, special service times, contact 
information, links to the Daycare and more. Look up member 
photos, phone numbers and addresses.  

Get on our email list to receive special service and event 

information. Send an email to office@gracelutheran1.org to 
let Sue know you want to be added to the list. 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Sunday Services 
ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Sunday Worship Summer Schedule  
Service at 9:00 am 

Sunday School is in recess until Sept. 
Coffee & Fellowship: 10:00 am 

http://www.gracelutheran1.org/
mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org

