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Message of Grace 
Blessings to you and your family. 
Drop your family celebration items 
or comments in the basket 
outside the office or email 
office@gracelutheran1.org. 
Forms are also available on our 
website! 

 

 

The Season after Pentecost 
"The Green Season!" 

 
Growing is the nature of the summer season. Growth brings change to the landscape. The first 
Sunday of June will bring a change to the landscape of our worship life, too. Beginning June 6, we 
will enter Grace’s summer worship schedule. That calls for one Sunday service each week. The 
time of the liturgy of Word and Sacrament will be 9:00am. This will be the weekly pattern through 
September 12, 2010.  

As we make this change in scheduling, I invite you to continue in joining your brothers and sisters 
for corporate worship. As in the seasons of the year, so too, the summer-time emphasis in the 
Church year is growth. It is Growth in faith and discipleship that extends the Kingdom of God that 
we are called to experience. Not only that, but the summer is a pleasant time to invite friends and 
family to come and worship with Grace. Since the mission of the congregation, in part, is to 
provide an open loving and caring community that invites and welcomes all people to come home 
to Grace, let’s practice the hospitality of faith. 

My hope for all of us is that we will find relaxation, refreshment and renewal during the months of 
June, July and August. Should your family participate in a holiday away, consider bringing a 
worship folder from the congregation(s) you visit. It always adds to the sense of oneness that the 
Lord asks for his followers, if we can learn about the congregational life of others who share the 
faith with us. 

May each of you know rich blessings as we undertake the season of summer that lies ahead of 
us.  

REMEMBER June 27, 2010 is the congregational meeting at which council members are selected. 
Amendments proposed for our congregation’s constitution will be considered as well. 

Enjoy the beauty of creation, 

Pr. Rob  

Special Services in Observation of Lent 

Wednesdays of Lent: Carry in Supper at 6:30pm 
Bring a casserole, pot of soup, salad or bread to 
share. We will forego dessert as a partial fast in 

preparation for the celebration of  
Resurrection richness. 

Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:30pm 

Visit our Website: www.gracelutheran1.org Click on 
Member Directory to look up member photos, phone 
numbers and addresses. Password: martin  

Get on our email list. Send an email to 
office@gracelutheran1.org to let Sue know you want to be 
added to the list. 

mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
http://www.gracelutheran1.org/
mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
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From Our Congregation President, Jon Petersen 

In July, we mark the beginning of a new congregation council year. This has always been an 
exciting time for the formation of a new council with the opportunities of expanding and growing 
our church ministries. We have been fortunate to have had a great council this past year and we 
wish to recognize and thank those that have donated their time and energy to help maintain and 
expand the work of our church. Thanks to Carol Jean Steadman, Elise Livingston Zimmermann, 
Dave Oelert, Cheryle Walls, Bob Ketelsen, Alyssa Steadman, Kerry Gibson, Nancy O’Connor, 
Tina Peterson, Sue Kubic and Marty Heynis. It has been an interesting council year with the 
transition and call processes and our council members have held the rudder steady as we have 
traveled through some new waters.  

In June, we will elect a new council. Many of the current members will be retained and some new 
council members will be elected. Our new election process will allow us to keep a more consistent 
council membership at every election because we will elect only half of the council every year. 
Council membership terms will remain two years but we will stagger the election of half the council 
every year. This will allow for smoother council transitions and better continuity between sessions. 
Join us at the Congregational meeting June 27

th
 as we elect our new church council. Please also 

unite with us as we thank the members who have served on the church council for the past term 
and welcome those who will serve in the upcoming year.  

Contact: Jon Petersen, jon.petersen@mchsi.com or 815-739-1738 

From the Youth Ministry Team – RINGS  

By Pr Sarah Wilson, RINGS Group Leader 

If you are an 8
th

 grader and would like to join RINGS, please come in June! We’d love to get 
to know you and the climbing wall or the picnic are great opportunities for that. 

Saturday, June 5: Climbing Wall at Lutherdale! 1-3pm. Cost: $15 Meet at St. John's at 11am and 
we'll have lunch first. Culver's or a picnic – let us know what you want to do. 

Sunday, June 13: Picnic at Grace! Let's enjoy the good weather and eat, 5-7:30 pm. Bring your 
favorite lawn games and a friend. We'll also welcome our incoming freshmen to RINGS! 

Sunday, July 11: Final parents' meeting for RINGS service trip. 5pm at St. John's 

Sunday, July 25: Beach Party at Jean Hutchison's in Twin Lakes! Bring your swimsuit and we'll 
have a cookout 2-6pm. 

Service trip 2010: St. Paul, MN, here we come! Sunday, August 1 - Friday, August 6.  

RINGS contacts: Pastor Sarah (815-236-5087) or Pastor Tom (815-236-9411) 

Go to www.gracelutheran1.org for more events information! 

Grace Contact: Carol Jean Steadman, kate@stans.com or call 815-338-0490  

mailto:jon.petersen@mchsi.com
http://www.gracelutheran1.org/
mailto:kate@stans.com


Message of Grace June 2010 

 
3 

Want to Help with the PADS SUMMER Program? 

We again will be offering the opportunity to help out with Summer Pads. A meal will be prepared 
two times a month during June, July and August for PADS participants. A sign up for food items 
like hotdog buns, juice boxes, chips, lunchmeat is in the Narthex. If items can be frozen, please 
feel free to bring them in before the date requested. Contact me with any questions. 

Contact Sue, 815-678-4842 or Curt Bjorklund, 815-675-2765, chbjorklund@hotmail.com 

Mark your Calendars - Rally Day Party September 12th! 

Sunday, September 12, 2010 is Rally Day for Sunday School and we are marking the occasion 
with an all-out, ALL-DAY party! We plan to invite the community at large to come and worship with 
us and celebrate the kick-off of a new church year in Sunday School. If you have some great ideas 
to share or know how to make a party sizzle, contact Tina Peterson or Sue Kubic. The more 
people involved the more fun we will have! Hope to see you there! 

From the Outreach Team 

Habitat for Humanity workday in Harvard set for July 17th 

New member meetings right after church beginning June 6th. 

Pack a sack Sunday June 20
th
 – look for the needs list on the door 

Outreach needs poster makers (real artists) - We are looking for volunteers to make posters 
advertising the party we are hosting on Sunday, September 12th. Please come see Tina Peterson 
or we may be faced with stick figures on our advertisements! 

PADS sponsored the Outreach Cafe May 23
rd

 – thanks for the help and the customers! All 
proceeds will go to help fund the summer PADS program. One goal of the Outreach Cafe is to 
encourage our people to participate in outreach activities. God has His purpose for each and 
every one of us. If you or your group would like to raise money for an outreach event or activity, 
please contact Tina Peterson at 815-678-4335 and the Outreach Team will consider inviting you in 
to operate the cafe one Sunday to fund your activity. Our next Outreach Café is June 27

th
.  

Contact: Tina Peterson, tinap59@hotmail.com or at 815-678-4335 

From Fellowship 

Starting June 6
th
, we will only be having one service at 9:00 AM and we are still looking for a few 

more volunteers to fill in the summer coffee fellowship after service. Please check your schedules 
to see if are able to sign up to make coffee and serve a snack. If you need directions on how to 
use the coffee maker please see or call Sue Kubic or the church office. 

Contact: Sue Kubic, 815-678-4842 

 

mailto:chbjorklund@hotmail.com
mailto:tinap59@hotmail.com


Message of Grace June 2010 

 
4 

News from Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

The last meeting of the season for WELCA was held the beginning of May. News of the very 
successful April Salad Luncheon put on by WELCA was discussed. We now have a great event to 
look forward to each year owing to the hard work and organization by the WELCA women and 
those from our congregation who gave their support. After expenses, a profit of $700.00 was 
made. We are awaiting a prioritized list from Bob Ketelsen, of the Property Committee, of repairs 
needed in the church so that a decision as to where our money will be needed most will be voted 
upon.  

The Haiti kits message has been well-received. The congregation is putting complete kits into the 
box as well as the individual items listed. There is a list on the Welcome Center counter stating is 
needed to make up a kit. If you are bringing individual items the WELCA women will put the items 
together to make up the kits. They are to be ready for shipment in September. 

Plans to honor fathers, grandfathers and great grandfathers on Father’s Day, June 20th have 
been finalized.  

No WELCA meetings are scheduled for June, July and August. Several ongoing projects will 
provide our group with work to do over the next several months until we meet again September 
13

th
. The prayer shawl ministry group will continue its work as well as those who are helping with 

the quilted blankets which need putting together, sewing and tying knots to complete in order to be 
distributed in our area where needed. Some of the women of WELCA, as well as other women 
from the church, have been involved with maintaining the church property during the spring, 
summer and fall months to provide flowers that bloom at various times of the year. 

Our next meeting will be held on Monday, September 13
th
 at 7:00pm at the church and our 

hostess will be Rita Popenhagen. Need a ride? Just call Carol Heuer and arrangements can be 
made.  

WELCA Contact: Carol Heuer at 815-678-7516 

Do you have a Food Handler's Certificate? 

As many have heard, the church is in the process of getting a McHenry County Food Handlers 
Certificate. We have always believed that the license the day care held also let the church hold 
food-related functions at church. At present time the application is being reviewed, however we 
are in need of several people that would take on the responsibility of taking a food sanitation class 
and be present when functions are done at church throughout the year. The class is 15 hours of 
classroom time and then a written exam given by the state of Illinois. The certificate holders would 
need to be present for the preparation, serving and storage of leftovers, if any and clean up. This 
duty could be shared by more than one person, but one would have to be present to supervise 
volunteers during the event. Class times and locations are being investigated. You can search 
online at "Illinois Food Service Sanitation Manager Certification" for more information. If interested 
or you already have a license and are willing to serve in this way, please call the church office at 
815-678-3082. (Editor's Note: We found a program that can be completed online except for the 
final exam. If you have a good Internet connection, you could do this from home at your 
convenience.) 
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Join Us For 

Jumpin’ Into Summer 

 
Outdoor Service at 9:00 a.m. 

and 

Luau Brunch 

(Immediately following the service) 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Sunday, June 6th 

Wear Your Most Festive Hawaiian/Tropical Attire 

Bring a Lawn Chair (if you wish)  
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June 2010 
SUN  MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Growing in Faith: Read the 

Parable of the Church as a 'Life 
Saving Station' at  
http://www.nisynod.org/bishop/
2010/2010-05-mck.html  

1 
9:30 am MCC 
Art Class 
7:00  pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 

2 
 

3 
11:15 am 
Young at 
Heart  
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 OUTDOOR 
SERVICE – bring 
a lawn chair 
9:00 am Holy 
Communion Service 

7 
 

8 
9:30 am MCC 
Art Class 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
9:00 am Holy 
Communion Service 

14 
Newsletter 
article 
deadline 

15 
9:30 am MCC 
Art Class 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
Same as above 

21 
 

22 
9:30 am MCC 

Art Class 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 

27 
Same as above 
Outreach Café 
8:30-11:00  
CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 10:15am 

28 

 

29 
9:30 am MCC 

Art Class 

30 Other Dates to Remember:  
June 6th - Sunday, D Day 
June 14

th
 - Monday, Flag Day 

June 20
th
 – Sunday, Father’s Day 

http://www.nisynod.org/bishop/2010/2010-05-mck.html
http://www.nisynod.org/bishop/2010/2010-05-mck.html
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Bits and Pieces from The Church Mouse  
Usually at this time of the year, I am either away on vacation or in the process of planning my 

get-away. Well, with the weather so unpredictable and some areas still unsafe, I am postponing 

my plans until June. Summer is a hiatus for many but the church still needs attention and that 

means willing and able hands to keep the wheels in motion. If you are asked to volunteer an 

hour or two of your time, please say YES - I will. While I am away there will be ears perked up 

to catch little tidbits of news. I know that some of the church activities are curtailed for the 

summer months, but that doesnôt mean that others have not taken their place. This is a great time of the year to plan 

some of those outdoor events and help is always needed.  

One thing I know for sure is that The Young at Heart Sr. Group will be meeting at our church on Thursday, June 3
rd

 at 

11:15am. The menu will be Parmesan Chicken with sauce, a green vegetable, salad and rolls and butter. Cheryl Walls 

has been asked once again to cook the food for the seniors. The hostesses will be in charge of the desserts and 

beverages. I hear the program will be very interesting. Richmond police officer, Ciro Cetrangelo and the K9 Unit's 

Brutus, will be giving a demonstration as to the role each one is trained to do. Sounds like a real treat which you do 

not want to miss. There will be no meeting in July for the seniors, but keep your eyes and ears open for YAH news in 

August.  

Wish me a safe journey to and back. Iôll miss you all. 

Praise Report: Elise and George Zimmermann are looking forward to daughter Caroline's 
wedding June 12 in South Carolina. Please keep Caroline and her husband to be, Jonathon 
Watkins, in your prayers! Caroline and Jonathon will live in Saluda, South Carolina and are 
active in their church - Northside Baptist Church in Greenwood - where they met. 

Elise Livingston was appointed to the McHenry County Housing Commission by the McHenry 
County Board in April for a two year term. 

Do YOU have a praise report? Bring it to the church office or email office@gracelutheran1.org. 

What's One Thing You Can Do? 

Bring a canned good or staple to the church for the food pantry 

Save pennies and put into the PADS jar at church 

Bring items for the Haiti kits 

Sign up for PADS meal items needed by Sue Kubic 

Sign up for coffee service and coffee cake/cookies between services on a Sunday 

Save your Sentry receipts for the food pantries 

Save your pull tabs from cans to benefit Ronald McDonald House 

Remember our shut-ins and those needing our prayers for comfort and healing during some 
difficult times. Your calls, cards or visits can do wonders. 

Keep our armed forces men and women and their families in our prayers and our thoughts. 
They give and continue to give so that we may enjoy all the blessings we have and the freedom 
we hold so dear. God bless America! 

  

mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE JUNE 2010 

Position June 6 - 9:00 June 13 - 9:00 June 20 - 9:00 

Lector:  Dave Nor Tina Atwater Kim Bokan 

Assistant:  Dave Popenhagen Clark Atwater Sue Dubs 

Computer
: 

Phil Giannini Katie Arizzi Denise Lemke 

Counters: Cheryl Darling & Sandy Messick Deb Oelert & Pat Petersen Don & Colleen Vineyard 

Acolytes: 
Sarah Schenk  
Rachel Spencer 

Michael Borst 
Morgan McAndrews 

Jillian Townsend 
Alexis Haley 

Position June 27 ς 9:00 Altar Guild 

Lector:  Marty Heynis Nancy Kepple; Carol Steadman; Margaret Smith 

Assistant:  Dave Oelert 

Computer
: 

Chris Bjorklund 

Counters: Dennis & Edel Ervin 

Acolytes: Eric Krause & Sam Spyra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Visit our Website: www.gracelutheran1.org. You'll find 

congregation news, special service times, contact 
information, links to the Daycare and more. Look up member 
photos, phone numbers and addresses.  

Get on our email list to receive special service and event 

information. Send an email to office@gracelutheran1.org to 
let Sue know you want to be added to the list. 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Sunday Services 
ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Sunday Worship Summer Schedule  
Service at 9:00 am 

Sunday School is in recess until Sept. 
Coffee & Fellowship: 10:00 am 

http://www.gracelutheran1.org/
mailto:office@gracelutheran1.org

