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Fall into Grace

My favorite season of the year is fall. After the hot muggy summer the cool air is a welcome
feeling. The cool is energizing and hints that winter is just right around the corner. The change
in nature reminds me of the beauty of God's creation.

Fall is most certainly a time of change. Not just a change of the seasons, but a change in our
lives as well. Rally day was a great moment this fall season. Many people in the congregation
came together to discern where God is leading this church. | am grateful for the many servants in this
congregation. This is a hopeful time for all of us as we continue to more fully realize our place in the body of
Christ.

There are many activities and events for families here at Grace. October 2" s the first day of Sunday
School. Sunday school will take place at 9:15am every Sunday, except the fourth Sunday of the month, when
we have our Outreach Cafe. There will also be an adult education class led by me at the same time. At 9:55am
the whole congregation will gather for a time for inter-generational prayer. You and your family will have
opportunities to worship with us each Sunday morning both at 8:00am and 10:15am. October 29" from
5:30pm to 7:00pm we will be hosting our first Trunk-or-Treat night. Decorate your cars with your favorite
theme and bring candy to pass out. Kids and adults are encouraged to dress in their Halloween costumes.
There will be games, prizes and much more! Admission to the event is one canned good which will be donated
to the local food pantry.

This season gives us the opportunity to consider how God is impacting our lives. We live in a hectic culture and
it is often difficult to find time for God and church. But making God a priority in our busy lives gives more
meaning to the activities we already love. God our creator and redeemer is calling you to unknown places.
Places full of joy and hope.

In Christ,

Pastor Andy
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Stewardship Committee Announces "Showers of Blessings"

WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP? "Follow Me," Jesus simply but powerfully commanded of the Apostles. How do we
follow Jesus? We try to live our lives as he did-example of the perfect steward. Stewardship is discipleship. It
is the care and use of all we have been given by God and is often explained in terms of talent, treasure and
time.

Beginning Oct. 9, 2011 we invite you to share with us our "Showers of Blessings." We look forward to you
joining us as disciples working in our congregation.

Stewardship Contact: Carol Jean Steadman 815-338-0490

Bits and Pieces from The Church Mouse

Hello Friends, The weather has been getting a little chillier and there is crispness in
the air. | love this time of year when | can run through the colorful leaves. That reminds
me to start looking for my sweaters.

Sunday School will be starting on October 2nd from 9:15 am to 10:00 am. The first
class will be a Kick-Off party for the whole family and includes goodies (my favorite - yumm), introducing the
curriculum and discussing monthly projects. I'll be there with all of my friends.

The Young At Heart Seniors will be meeting on Thursday, October 6, 2011 at 11:15 am. More information
regarding lunch will be coming. Boy, | better keep my big ears open so | know what they will be serving for lunch — |
might miss a crumb or two. If you have any questions, please contact Carol Heuer at 815-678-7516 or Doris
Rockenbach at 262-248-0577.

There will be a team going to Haiti on October 14th through October 22nd for a medical mission. They are in
need of several items for this trip. If you are interested in donating items, please contact Jon Petersen at 815-790-
5934.

Have you noticed the new tree that has been planted on the left side of the main entrance? Hearsay has it the tree
was a donation to the church. | think it's a Floribunda Crabapple which will blend in with the two other crab apple
trees already there. We shall all find out in the spring, won'’t we?

We are producing a new Pictorial Directory family album. There is no cost to have your photo taken. You will
receive an 8x10 portrait, a directory and 20% off your order (optional). All you need to do is schedule an appointment
on Thursday, October 27th; Friday, October 28th; or Saturday, October 29th. | would like my family picture to be
taken. | know all of my family will be saying our favorite word: “cheese’. If you have any questions, please contact
Chris Bjorklund at 815-675-2765 or Jan Heynis at 815-678-2162.

Remember to keep the military and their families in your prayers. They need all of our support.

See you next month!

Remember to —

e Read all the information in church, in the newsletter and in the bulletin regarding news and happenings in our
church. e Bring food for the food pantry. Collection areas in the Nathex — also a list of goods or staples needed.
e Save your pull tabs from cans and also those Sentry store receipts. Containers and boxes on the table are
provided. e Sign up onto the various committees who are looking for volunteers. Sorry no raises or benefits
other than spiritual.
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Haiti News — The Children of Haiti Need Our Help!

Why re-invent the wheel? So at the risk of repeating myself, I'm repeating myself. We still need your
help with supplies for our medical mission to Haiti October 14" - 22nd. This trip will have returning Grace
Lutheran veterans such as Heather Harren, George Zimmermann, Jon Petersen and other medical people from
the area heading to Haiti for a week of medical clinics. We plan to set up medical clinics in Plen Matin, Charlot
and do home visits in the area. Special attention will be paid to the children in the areas. As always, we are in
need of several items for this trip. Bring your donations to church, clearly marked for 'Haiti Mission' and place
them in Luther Hall. Let me know so | can take inventory and store them until we pack for the trip.

Health and Hygiene:

Vitamins (no gummy vitamins) — children’s/prenatal/iron/adult

Pain relievers such as Ibuprofen, Tylenol, aspirin 81 mg, children’s chewable Tylenol- age 6 to 12
Digestive aids such as DiGel, Tums, Rolaids, Pepto-Bismol, Maalox

Anti fungal creams such as Monistat, Neosporin, etc.

Toothbrushes/ tooth paste / fluoride

Cough syrup, eye wash, hydrogen peroxide

Children’s Pepcid AC

4 x 4 gauze, medical tape, dressing materials, Q tips

Otoscopes

Other Supplies:
Flashlights (with extra batteries)
Batteries (D) (AA) (AAA)

Plastic or metal plates - washable (for the children to eat from — we need about 500) Ziploc storage bags (gallon
and quart size)

School supplies — colored pencils, paper, erasers, pencil sharpeners, protractors, etc.
School bags

Soccer balls

Collapsible water bottle

Igloo water cooler (5 or 10 gallon)

As always, we appreciate your donations, your prayers and all that you do to help expand our Haiti ministry and
our children’s feeding program. The funds collected at the Pig Roast will go toward the purchase of a new
vehicle which is used for the delivery of the food and medicines to the villages in our children’s feeding program
as well as our transportation when visiting Haiti.

Jon Petersen
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October 2011

‘ MON ‘ TUE

Food Offering: Thank you for your generous giving of food for the Richmond Food 1
Pantry. Watch the announcements and bulletin for updates.
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Council Meeting Notes September 13, 2011

Actions: Several projects proposed by Bob Ketelsen's Property Committee were approved, including patching
cracks and sealing the entire lot, adding a locked traffic gate to eliminate through-traffic and modifying the signs
at both entrances. Read more in the Properties article in this issue.

In the interest of being able to prepare for the Council meeting regarding requests that come out of the joint
committee meeting on the first Tuesday of the month, it was voted to change the Council Meeting to the THIRD
Tuesday of the month beginning in October. The next meeting of the Council will be October 18" at
7:00pm. The joint committee meeting will continue to meet on the first Tuesday of the month.

With the resignation of Dave Baker from the Council due to personal reasons, another Council member needed
to be appointed as liaison for the Music and Worship committee. Several people had been approached but only
Sue Fosdal had expressed interest in taking it on. She was elected to serve until the January Congregational
meeting at which time the Congregation can vote to confirm her to complete the two-year term or elect another
individual.

Announcements: Pastor Andy will be teaching the 8" grade confirmation class and also leading the Adult
Education class between services on Sundays.

Pastor Andy will be attending the Northern lllinois Synod Professional Leaders' Conference September 26-28".

James LeJeune will be fundraising at church to support his Eagle Scout project. He will be improving the area
around the signs on Broadway and Rt 173.

Secretary Nancy Wagner

Grace Lutheran Financial Report — August 2011

Grace Lutheran Church Income Expenses Income | Expenses
Income vs Expenses YTD YTD August August

Budget $169,048 | $169,048 | $21,131 $21,131
Actual $154,752 | $157,984 | $22,512 $24,473
Over/Under Budget ($14,296) | ($11,062) $1,381 ($3,342)

| Balance 8/31/11: [$4,532] (negative balance) |

Things are looking up!

From the Learning Ministry Team

Sunday School, ALPHA Confirmation, Adult Bible Study, Trunk-or-Treat

Thank you to all who came out for our Rally Day/Volunteer Fair! We had a great turn-out
; and are eager to begin! A special thank you to those who volunteered to help with Sunday

School. Just a reminder that the first day of Sunday School has been changed to
OCTOBER 2nd starting at 9:15 am. This first day will be a Family Day, so please plan on
staying with your children.

Alpha Confirmation classes are scheduled to begin on September 28th at 5:30pm.
This is also a Family Day, so please join us for dinner and discussion. We are looking
forward to an exciting year of growth! If you would like to sign your 6th, 7th, or 8th grader
® up for confirmation, please contact the church office for a registration form. The cost is
h just $25 (scholarships are available) and includes the "Here We Stand" student book. We
— also ask our families to provide a group dinner at least once during the year (sign-up
sheets will be available on the 28th).

See the next page for our Trunk or Treat Family Fest being held October 29"
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Learning Ministry to Host Trunk or Treat Family Fest Oct 29th

On Saturday, October 29th from 5:30pm-7pm, Grace will be hosting our
first Trunk or Treat Family Fest. This is a fun and safe way for kids to
trick or treat and for families to enjoy some fun and fellowship. We are
looking for people to decorate their vehicles' trunks (theme of your
choice) for costumed children to "Trunk or Treat". You are encouraged
to dress up in the theme of your trunk or in a Halloween costume. Trunk
decorators will need to provide their own candy for the trunk-or-treaters.
Decorated cars/trucks will need to be parked and ready in the front
parking lot by 5:15pm.

We will also be featuring games, food, costume contests, and prizes in
the rear parking lot. There will also be contests for the best decorated
vehicle trunks. Cost of admission is ONE CANNED GOOQOD per child.
Food & Game tickets will be sold for .25 each or 5/$1.00.

This event is open to the entire community and will take place rain or shine (in the event of rain, we will move
the fun inside)! If you or someone you know would like to participate in trunk decorating, please let the
church office know (815-678-3082). We want to make sure there are enough trunks for the kids, and enough
space for the trunks! We are really excited about this spooktacular event and hope you are able to join the fun.
Questions? Need trunk themes? Email Nancy Wagner at wiuwagsfamily@yahoo.com.

Adult Bible Study classes began on September 25th at 9:15am.

"

Pastor Andy is leading this group. Starting October 2nd, we will close
our session by joining the Sunday School children and leaders for an
inter-generational prayer. This is another great opportunity to get to
know one another and build new relationships.

Thank you to everyone for your continued support!
The Learning Ministry
Contacts: Nancy Wagner (wiuwagsfamily@yahoo.com) or Carmen Hosken (cahosken71@yahoo.com).

Rally Day and Volunteer Fair Festivities Were a Hit!

Thanks to everyone who turned for our Rally Day for Sunday School as well as the Volunteer Fair and, of
course, the Outreach Café on September 18th. It was a busy and exciting day as many of you came for
breakfast, signed your kids and yourselves up for Sunday School and put your names down to volunteer your
services to one or more of our ministries. We hope you found out more about all of the activities going on here
to further the Kingdom of God and that you will continue to participate as you are able.

Don't Forget — The New Worship Schedule is in Effect

To better support our Sunday School program and offer everyone in the congregation a choice of service time,
we have moved to two services as of September 25", The Worship & Music Team collaborated with the
Sunday School planners and came up with worship times of 8:00 and 10:15, with Sunday School being held
from 9:15 to 10. Please mark your calendars.

People of Praise Choir Has Openings for All Voices

The People of Praise choir is always looking for more voices to join us. We have a great time singing old
favorites and learning new songs with the help of our accompanist, Mary Starzynski. If you have a heart for the
Lord and love to sing, why don't you join us? We have begun regular Wednesday rehearsals at 7:00 in the
sanctuary. Being able to read music is an asset but not necessary. Call Mary Starzynski at 815-675-6749
before you come the first time to be sure the plans haven't changed. Sing to the Lord a new song!
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Worship and Music Ministry — Special Service November 6™

On November 6" we will be holding our All Saints Sunday Service to remember those who have passed away
or have been baptized during the past year. If you have anyone you would like acknowledged, please
contact the church office by phone at 815-678-3082 or email office@gracelutheranl.org.

(PS This also happens to be the day we go back to Central Standard Time so you will need to turn your clocks
FORWARD and lose an hour of sleep — don't be late!)

Worship and Music Contact: Sue Fosdal, 815-678-3082

From the Outreach Team

The Outreach Cafe will be serving on the 23rd from 8:45 to 10:30.
Note the new times. Please join us! This is a great time to introduce
friends and family to Grace!

P.A.D.S. The new season will begin October 6" so see Curt
Bjorklund, or call 815-529-7746 to furnish food or other supplies or
to volunteer at St. Joseph's Catholic Church the first Thursday of
each month through April. He is in need of help with laundry and 2-3
chaperones per 4-hour shift to stay with the guests overnight.

Watch the bulletins and announcements for information about how you can join the
Prayer Ministry. If you have a prayer request, there are forms in the pews. Please
fill out them out completely so the prayer team can respond.

New Members Informational Meeting Set for October 16"

If you know of anyone who is interested in becoming a member of Grace Lutheran, tell them about the
Informational Meeting on October 16" at 11:30 (shortly after 2" service ends.) On Rally Day we had four
families express interest in joining. For those who want to pursue membership, we will hold several more group
meetings to answer questions and discuss expectations and responsibilities as well as familiarize them with
some of our members and opportunities to serve We'll also discuss the programs we offer to help their families
in their walk of faith. The Outreach Team will work with Pastor Andy to structure the meetings and a schedule
will be announced at a later date. Watch the bulletin and announcements.

Shepherd Dinners are Making a Comeback!

It's time to form Shepherd Dinner groups again! What's that, you ask? It's a way for members of the
congregation to meet on a regular basis over a meal and get to know new people or familiar people better. To
get started, we'll form groups of six to eight with Pastor Andy and his wife Andrea included in each group.
Several members of the Call Committee have volunteered to host a dinner in their homes so that we can have a
casual dinner with our new pastor and his wife. Just sign up to let us know you are interested in attending one
of the dinners and we'll work on the details later. We hope to hold the first dinner in the next several weeks.
Singles and couples are welcome! Look for the sign-up form in the Narthex.

Outreach Contact: Chris Bjorklund, 815-675-2765, dreamstar_00@msn.com
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News from Women of the ELCA (WELCA)

The women of the church are busy bees already planning their fall events. We seem more enthused than ever
to pursue our mission and goals. Some of the usual events that have been so successful in the past are our
annual Bazaar-Bake Sale and Silent Auction. We have scheduled Sunday, November 20" for this event, just
in time for Thanksgiving festivities. We will be looking for handcrafted items, baked
goods of all kinds, preserves and those precious items we can put on our ‘silent
auction’ table. We are asking for a minimum bid of $20.00 so you are aware of the
types of items we are looking for. We must all ‘remember’ the money which you
give so graciously goes right into our treasury to be used for items and repairs to
our church. In some cases, Thrivent Lutheran matches 50-100%. Some items
which were so successful last year were our Ski Package gifts to Wilmot Mountain which included a lift ticket,
rental of equipment and a lesson and another was our wine package of three bottles each, a dozen in all, to be
auctioned off. We are looking for gift certificates to hair and nail salons, spas, restaurant certificates, movie
certificates, home services or whatever gift certificate or package you wish to donate. A donation was made to
WELCA by Ollie and Larry Mann. Several ideas have been mentioned and research as to where to shop for
these items has been discussed. We shall keep you posted regarding our decision.

With the Holidays just around the corner, the ladies are planning their usual Christmas luncheon on
Saturday, December 3". It has been unanimously voted on to once again go to Twin Oaks Country Inn in
Wilmot, Wisconsin. Everyone seemed to love the menu and the festive surroundings and, therefore, wished to
stay with Twin Oaks. We will be checking the price and we will keep you informed as to the confirmed details.

Ladies of WELCA and friends of our church are still busy crocheting and knitting lap
robes, shawls and baby items for preemies and just born infants for NIMC (McHenry
Hospital Ministry department). The response has been overwhelming and a first time
Ceremony to honor churches and women in the area who have and still participate in
this ministry was held in their honor. Our church women have also taken on special lap
robes and beanie hats for cancer patients who come in to the hospital for Chemo
therapy. Our church women and women from surrounding churches have participated in
an expression of love to those having challenges in their lives today.

The women of WELCA look forward to working together with other committees of the church on projects which
can use our help. The old saying — Working Together Hand in Hand, makes light of any task.

Our next meeting will be held at the church on Monday, October 3" at 4:00p.m. Please bring your soup,
salad, sandwich or fruit for your snack. Your hostess for the evening is Carol Heuer. If you need a ride to and
from the church contact Carol Heuer at 815/678-7516 and she will make arrangements for you. Please
remember that we would love to have you join us at any of our meetings. We welcome your thoughts and ideas.
Till we meet again - God bless you always.

WELCA Contact: Carol Heuer at 815-678-7516

Property Report and Cleaning Day Announced for Oct 8th

R Fall is here, which means it is time for us to get together for our annual Church Cleaning
- o. Day. We will be vacuuming, dusting, and polishing the sanctuary, narthex and meeting
rooms and washing windows and entry doors inside and out. All cleaning supplies will be

provided. Bring the whole family. Many hands make the work go faster.

A sign-up sheet will be available in the Narthex at the welcome center. Please join us on
Saturday, October 8" from 9:00 AM to Noon to help make our church sparkle for the fall
and winter months ahead.

Calling All Grass Cutters. Your property committee is desperately in need of volunteers to help cut the church
lawns. We have a nice big John Deere lawn tractor that’s fun to drive. If you like to cut grass, we would love to
have you join our team. Please contact your property committee.

All five of our inoperative furnaces were replaced in early August at total cost of $27,670.00. The new furnaces
should provide us with reliable heating and cooling for many years to come. (continued on next page)
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(Property Report continued)

Pot hole patching of the worst areas in the parking lots and driveways was completed in mid-August. A
compacted gravel shoulder was also added to the route 173 driveway. Thank you to WELCA and Daycare for
funding this work. This patching was follow-on work to what was accomplished last year. Given the cost
involved, we did the minimum amount of patching to get by this year along with adding compacted gravel to the
173 driveway shoulders. In addition to the patching, we plan to have all of the parking lot/driveway cracks filled
and then seal coat the entire parking lot/driveway in September to prevent further deterioration. This will
hopefully buy us 4 to 5 years to build funds before we need to do any more major work. Our plan would be to
start repaving large sections over time based on available funds.

Over the years our church driveways have been used as a convenient bypass between Broadway and Route 173
7 for local area residents and commercial vehicles. This has been a significant contributor to
4 the deterioration of our driveways and parking lots. “PRIVATE ROAD NO THRU TRAFFIC”
signs were installed last year with the hope that would eliminate/reduce the through traffic,
but they have had little impact. To avoid further deterioration of the pavement and to protect
the Daycare children from this traffic, we have decided to install a traffic gate. The gate will
be located on the west side of the church. (The exact location is still being finalized.)
Approvals have been received from the Richmond Police and Fire Chief. We are hoping to
have the gate in place before winter.

The property committee has developed a plan to update the church signs to incorporate Pastor Andy’s name,
the new worship and Sunday school times and also provide the capability to provide other messages. Details
are still being finalized. We are hoping to have these modifications in place this fall. If you would like to help with
this project, please contact your property committee.

Properties Contact: Bob Ketelsen at 815-307-8052 or rlketelsen@charter.net
Photo Directory Sign-Ups Have Begun!

Did you get a call from Pastor Andy about Rally Day? So did I! If you tried to talk to him
and he didn't respond, he wasn't being rude — it was a recorded message! As a free
service of LifeTouch to help us get a complete photo directory, Pastor was able to record
a 'robo call' encouraging attendance at the Rally Day festivities as well as to sign up for
the Photo Directory. Don't miss this opportunity to create a photo directory that will be very
valuable to all us, whether we've been here 25 years or 2 weeks. It won't be complete
without YOU. You can even bring family members for separate group photos, to use as
gifts, Christmas cards etc. Sign-up at church began September 18th and will continue
until October 16th, as well as online at www.gracelutheranl.org/directory. Talk with
your family members and select a time that fits your schedules. Don't wait too long as
the schedule is already filling up. Council members and staff: remember to reserve a
second spot for your individual photo.

NOTE: The form requests your full name and at least a phone number and preferably an
email address. Please fill it out completely and as legibly as you can. The email address will only be used to
remind you of your appointment or advise you of any changes and you will receive a $10 coupon for providing
your email address! You will have an opportunity at a later date to furnish the contact information you want
included in the directory. If you don't furnish an email address, you will get a phone call instead. (I know the
form didn't have much room to write, so we have corrected that.)

What will this cost you? NOTHING if you choose not to order any additional photos. You will still receive a
free 8x10 of the directory pose and a free directory when they are printed. You will also receive 20% off the
prices on the pricelist for whatever you order the day of the sitting. Be sure to take a pricelist so you can decide
what you want to purchase, or not, in advance.

Can you donate some time to host during sign-up on Sundays and the photo shoot days October 27, 28
and 29? We could use your help!

Contact: Chris Bjorklund, dreamstar_00@msn.com or Jan Heynis, jlheynis@gmail.com
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE OCTOBER 2011

Position Oct 2 - 8:00 Oct 2-10:15 Oct 9 -8:00 Oct9-10:15
Lector | TBA Pat Petersen TBA Elise Livingston
Assistant | Nancy O'Connor Kelly Steadman Clark Atwater Tom Weaver
Computer | Ken Lapinski Katie Arizzi Phil Giannini Chris Bjorklund
Sandy Schenk Jacob Renz James LeJeune Anna Binney
Acolytes .
Dalton Wagner Alexis Haley Alex Hosken Rachael Hayden
Counters | Edel Ervin Sue and Ron Chandler
. Dave and Shannon | Gary and Kim Bokan and
Ushers | Bayer Family . . .
Borst Stephanie Haley Brian Morris
Position Oct 16 — 8:00 Oct 16 — 10:15 Oct 23 - 8:00 Oct 23 - 10:15
Lector | TBA Mark Greenleaf TBA Tina Atwater
Assistant | Dave Popenhagen | Sandy Messick Andy Mayer Dave Oelert
Computer | Marty Heynis Art Stoike Tom Ott Linda Poehlein
Allison Lindley Will Marshall James LeJeune Alexis Haley
Acolytes
Cody Harren Jacob Renz Rachael Hayden Alex Hosken
Counters | Sandy Messick and Deb Oelert Colleen and Donnie Vineyard
Ush Marty and Jan Carol Heuer Rick Rzonca, Glenn | Joe and Ashley
shers
Heynis Chuck Simmerman | Svenson or Jim Nor | Steadman
Position Oct 30-8:00 Oct 30-10:15
Lector | TBA Kim Bokan WHOOPS! Several volunteer
Assistant | Nancy O'Connor Kelly Steadman schedules had not been finalized for
Computer | Ken Lapinski Denise Lemke the change to two services at the
Sandy Schenk Anna Blaney time of printing. We added the
Acolytes | - on Wagner Cody Harren counters and the 10:15 Lectors to
Counters | Chris Bjorklund and Marty Heynis this web version. We'll be back on
Dave Nelson Bob and Linda track for November!
Ushers
Tom Ott Ketelsen
Altar Guild | Jan Starkweather and Linda Woods

1 2. 0. 0.0 0.0 6.0 .6 4
Fall Worship and Sunday School
1 2. 0. 0.0 0.0 6.0 .6 4
Sunday Worship: Regular
Services at 8 and 10:15 am
Coffee & Fellowship: 9:00 am
Sunday School: 9:15 am
Adult Bible Study: 9:15 am
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